
Summary Record of discussions in INCID meeting held online on 6  th   August 2020  

The first meeting of Indian National Committee for Irrigation and Drainage (INCID) was held through

video conferencing on 6th August 2020 under the chairmanship of Sh R. K. Jain, Chairman CWC, who
is Chairman INCID also.  List of participants is at Annex-I.

At the outset,  Chairman INCID  welcomed the members. He mentioned that ICID, as well as INCID
have recently completed 70 years of existence on 24 June 2020. He informed the members that
Ministry  of  Jal  Shakti  reconstituted  INCID  in  August  2019,  making  it  broad-based  by  including
members from Union Ministries, States, WALMI, private sector, NGOs, professional societies, training
and research institutes, and academic institutions.  He also mentioned that the constitution by the
Ministry was only indicative without mentioning specific organizations/ States / Agencies, etc. to be
included  in  INCID  and  their  representatives.  After  receiving  specific  nominations  and  identifying
organizations / agencies in various categories, which took a lot of time, particularly due to Covid-19
situation,  the final  composition was notified by INCID Secretariat  vide INCID office order  No.  N-

74074/157/2020-REM SEN DTE dated 3rd July 2020. The holding of 1st meeting of the Committee has,
therefore, been delayed so much.

In  his  opening  remarks,  the  Chairman  highlighted  the  presence  of  wide  gap  between  available
technologies and the practices on ground. Best recognized good practices such as PIM, conjunctive
use of groundwater in canal commands, reuse of waste water, rain water harvesting, etc. are yet to  
fully  take  off  in  India.  Irrigation,  Drainage  and  Flood  management  are  very  wide  subjects
encompassing  socio-economic,  environmental,  science & technology,  human rights,  demographic
and various other aspects.  Keeping in view the long history of irrigation and floods in India, and
agriculture being the principal occupation of people in our country, we should have been the world
leaders in these fields.

ICID and INCID provide an excellent platform to share and learn from each other at global level. The
combined rich experience of participants from varied background in the INCID will surely result in
necessary impetus to stimulate and promote research, development, and application of technology
in the field of irrigation and drainage, in India. He expressed hope that INCID, with participation of all
of its members and experts, will strive hard to make a difference in these areas not only to bring
prosperity in India but also to become world leader.

After a brief introduction of the participants of the meeting the agenda items were taken up:

1. Presentation by INCID 
Sh S.  K.  Haldar, Member WP&P (CWC) made a presentation about goals  of  INCID and its  close
coordination with CWC and alignment with its  activities.  After giving a brief  about INCID and its
structure  and  activities,  he  touched upon the  aspects,  such  as:  irrigation development  in  India;
Command Area Development & Management program; scenario of micro-irrigation in India; recent
initiatives  in  irrigation  efficiency  improvement;  flood  management;  extent  of  flood  protection
measures; flood plain zoning; flood forecasting in India; modernization and Capacity Building.

2. Presentation by ICID 
 A presentation on ICID and its vision & mission, activities, opportunities etc. was made by Sh A. B.
Pandya, Secretary General (ICID) covering Road Map to vision 2030- water secure world, free of 
hunger & poverty; importance of irrigation since pre historic times; role of National Committees in
ICID; structure of ICID and its  governance and office bearers;  evolution of  ICID; role of technical
working groups & thematic groups in ICID; awards instituted by ICID like WatSave, World Heritage
Irrigation Structures (WHIS), best national committees etc; capacity development activities of ICID;
ICID  Young  Professionals  E-forum.  The  presentation  also  covered  about  the  training  courses
proposed to be launched in partnership with NWA, CWC and also about already launched courses;
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journals  published by  ICID and its  other  publications;  study tours  conducted by  ICID for  various
experts  from around the  world;  platforms  through  which  ICID  disseminates  information and  its
expertise; glimpses of major ICID events; future ICID events etc. He also mentioned that INCID, just
after its constitution, has already proposed ICID Congress to be held at Vishakhapatnam in 2023, and
with this a great responsibility comes on INCID to make this Congress a great success. He suggested
that INCID must meet annually  and come out with its  own programmes or events wherein vast
experiences generated in various States can be shared to expand our knowledge. Various initiatives
towards capacity development in field of irrigation and drainage can be taken under forums, such as:
India  Water  Week  wherein  the  developments  in  the  field  of  irrigation  and  drainage  can  be
highlighted.

3. Suggestions from Members 
Thereafter,  suggestions  from  INCID  members  were  invited  about  how  the  activities  and
achievements going on in different States/agencies can be shared for mutual benefits through INCID.

i. Dr Rajendra Poddar, Director WALMI, Dharwad, Karnataka 
suggested that INCID need to spread in States and we may think of having
regional chapters of INCID and chapters can be located in WALMIs as they 
are directly connected with various stakeholders in States. He also 
mentioned that the best possible way for taking water to the last person / 
last part of the command area is through water-user-societies. He stressed
on the need to enhance coverage of micro-irrigation in the country and 
need to develop capacity in this regard. The young engineers need to be 
trained in water, land, and crop management. 

ii. Professor D. Khare, IIT Roorkee suggested that INCID can think of 
outcome directly related to the canal commands, as after construction of 
projects, the cropping pattern changes vis-à-vis the design cropping 
pattern. So, specific studies need to be undertaken to determine the 
change in cropping pattern, water requirement, and the efficiency of water
use. It was also mentioned that, at places, the canals are hydraulically 
disconnected leading to the gap between IPC and IPU. This aspect also 
needs to be studied, in detail. He hoped that through INCID we can all 
contribute in capacity building by way of Working Groups, Webinars etc. 
and can contribute immensely. 

iii.Sh Kiran Masuti, Deputy Secretary, WRD, Karnataka assured the 
support of Govt of Karnataka to the activities of INCID and mentioned that
WALMI Dharwad will play the lead role on behalf of Karnataka State. 

iv.Dr B. R. K. Pillai, Commissioner, CADWM, opined that INCID should 
have a clear-cut agenda in the next meeting so that specific 
recommendations can be made. If needed, we may have to create 
functional groups so that focused discussions can be held. He also stressed
on the need to review the State PIM Acts through WALMIs to identify gaps 
in the present Acts and hindrances being experienced in their 
implementation. Irrigation tariff along with its collection and sharing also 
need to be such that it sustains the financial viability of WUAs. Micro-
irrigation also needs to be scaled up substantially. He also suggested that 
use of irrigation waters by lifts in non-command  areas, which is presently 
treated as unauthorized, should be recognized as part of command area of
the project by way of policy change and efforts need to be made to bring 
such areas under micro-irrigation. We have a huge issue in defining the 
IPU because command area where groundwater is conjunctively used is 
actually canal water, but it is not considered as potential utilized in the 
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project. Functional groups can take up these issues as agenda and come 
up with recommendations. 

v. Dr Yella Reddy, Vice President, INCID suggested that proposals from 
different States may be invited for nomination under WatSave and WHIS 
awards category and INCID can play an active role in spreading this 
information. He also suggested that knowledge on water resources and 
related technology may be taken to the schools, as well. He also hoped 
that ICID Congress 2023 will be a memorable event through support from 
all members of INCID. This is the first time in almost five decades that 
such international event of ICID will be held in India. He also felt the need 
to educate people about understanding the “value of water”. 

4. Any other item, with the permission of the Chair 
Sh Amrendra Kumar Singh, CE, EMO, CWC (Member Secretary, INCID) informed the members that
this year four nominations for WHIS award were submitted to ICID and mentioned that we need
more  nominations  under  WatSave  award  and  WHIS  award.   He,  therefore,  requested  all  the
members to spread awareness about these awards. INCID Secretariat will also request all the States
for submitting nominations for these awards.

He also informed that  INCID has  received one nomination of  Sh Mekala Siva Shankar  Reddy,  a
farmer from Andhra Pradesh for WatSave award under Farmer category which may be accepted and
recommended to ICID for further consideration.

The Committee deliberated and decided that nomination of Sh Mekala Siva Shankar Reddy from
Andhra Pradesh under WatSave (Farmer category) be forwarded to ICID, as an entry from India, for
consideration.

The meeting ended with thanks to the Chair.
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List of participants in the first meeting of reconstituted INCID 

6th  August 2020

1 Sh R. K. Jain, Chairman CWC In the chair

2 Sh A. B. Pandya, Secretary General, ICID Member from ICID

3 Sh S. K. Haldar, Member WP&P, CWC Member

4 Dr B. R. K. Pillai, Commissioner CADWM Member

5 Sh Amrendra Kumar Singh, Chief Engineer, EMO, CWC Member Secretary

6 Prof D. Khare, Dept of WRD&M, IIT Roorkee Member

7 Sh Abhay Barwe, Director and Chief Engineer, GERI, 
Vadodara, Gujarat

Member

8 Dr Rajendra Poddar, Director WALMI Dharwad, Karnataka Member

9 Dr Yella Reddy, Vice President ICID Special Invitee

10 Sh Kiran Masuti, Dy Secretary, WR, Govt of Karnataka Member

11 Sh Hardeep Mehdiratta, Director, CDO, Punjab Representive of Member from 
Punjab

12 Dr L. R. Rangnath Representative of Director CWPRS

13 Sh Padma Dorje, Director WP&P Coord, CWC Special Invitee

14 Dr J. V. Tyagi, Director, NIH Roorkee Member

15 Shri Abdul Islam, ICAR Member from ICAR

16 Sh S. D. Sharma, Chief Engineer Irrigation and WR Dept Govt 
of Haryana

Member

17 Sh Rajesh Kumar Galoria, WR Dept Govt of Rajasthan Member

18 Sh Rishi Srivastava, Director Remote Sensing, CWC INCID Secretariat
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